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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

Welcome to the 2009 school year, and I congratulate all concerned on such a great start. Students have 
settled very quickly into the school routine and are focused on their core business – learning. 

Some great things are happening in our classrooms already, and most students seem genuinely happy to 
be back at school. As of today, there are 443 students enrolled at Glenala: 

83 YR 8; 86 YR 9; 114 YR 10; 84 YR 11 and 76 YR 12. 

The seniors of 2008 did us all very proud with their results, more than doubling the percentage of OP 1-
15 from 2007. They also tripled the numbers of school based apprenticeships and traineeships, and 99% 
of students achieved either an OP or a Vocational Education qualification. More importantly though, 
100% of students who applied to go onto further study achieved this aim, with 75% gaining their first 
choice. This is indeed something to celebrate – Congratulations! Staff, students, parents and members of 
the wider community have worked well together to achieve those fantastic results. 

This year we welcome members of staff who have joined us in either a permanent or relieving capacity. 

Staff Newly Appointed to Glenala 

Yvonne Bere-Streeter   Andrew Blackmore 

Kristina Fordham   Kelly Stephenson 

Luke Gillespie    Behnaz Chagheri 

Tulle Livingstone   Ngan Nguyen 

_______________________________________________________________Michael Knox, Principal 

Meet a New Staff Member 

"I was born and raised in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. I studied Jazz Music at the 
Christchurch Polytechnic Jazz School. During 
that time I was involved in playing in church 
and in pubs. I married a South African, Robyn, 
who is an excellent singer. We migrated to 
Australia to chase the sun and we perform 
together in hotels and weddings on the 
weekends. I've also had the amazing 
opportunity to go on some tours performing in 
a band (UK, USA, NZ and Fiji) and have been 
involved in a few recordings. I felt that I 
wanted to have some industry experience 
before becoming a teacher, and my path lead 
me to complete my Grad-Dip in 2007. I'm very 
excited to be at Glenala SHS as the talent here 
is amazing - I hope to be part of these students’ 
lives as they realise their potential." 

 
Andrew Blackmore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8 Parents and Teachers – Meet and Greet   
This Tuesday evening at 5:30, is the Year 8 meet and greet.  Parents/students are asked to meet outside 
the library.  A barbeque will take place and drinks will be provided.  A great chance for staff and 
parents to get together and be able to discuss various topics. 

Any questions please feel free to contact me on 3372 2300. 

Ben Jack – HOD HPE/ITD/Middle School 
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Notice from Community Education Counsellor 

Happy New Year and welcome to all our new year 8s as 
well as our returning Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Students in 2009. 

We have hit the ground running. Firstly I would like to take 
the opportunity to congratulate Cedella Anson on her 
success of gaining the school captaincy for 2009. It is well 
deserved and I am certain that she will do herself, family and 
Glenala proud.   

A reminder to parents in regards to students’ personal 
records’, if you have recently moved house or changed your 
emergency contact phone numbers could you please forward 
new details to me at the school as we have experienced some 
difficulties contacting parents in recent times. 

Parents of students in years 10, 11 & 12 will shortly receive 
a letter of invitation for an information afternoon to discuss 
opportunities for students to undertake school based 
traineeships and apprenticeships. Please keep an eye out in 
your letter box.   

If you have any problems or issues that you would like to 
discuss with me please contact me at the school on 3372 
2300 Monday to Friday. 

Siggy Nilsen- Community Education Counsellor 

Youth Leadership  

The five senior leaders, David Tuaoi, Cedella Anson, Litea 
Feilokitau, Brenda Duncan and Fraser Marsh were 
privileged to take part in the annual leadership conference 
that was held at Kelvin Grove Art Centre on Thursday 5 
February.  

Students from various other schools attended this program 
which ran all day. The venue had many programs for 
students to select from and by participating in these 
programs student from different schools were able to interact 
with each other.  

The main speakers at the conference called themselves 
‘Loud Noises’ and did a great job motivating and 
encouraging the young leaders to leave their comfort zone 
and speak out. By the end of the day we had a good time and 
really enjoyed ourselves and learnt many new things about 
leadership.  

We hope to use what we learnt in leading Glenala State High 
School in 2009. 

Cedella Anson, David Tuaoi –  School Captains 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Services  

Welcome back everyone to what looks like being an exciting 
new year. I would like to take this opportunity to give a 
particularly warm welcome to the parents and families of the 
new students who have started at Glenala this year. 

Please remember that if you are aware that your student has 
any special needs that you contact the school and let us 
know what they are. This information will help us provide 
the best support we can for your student and ensure that 
he/she has the opportunity to develop to their full potential.  

Parenting Tips  

Well done parents and carers, you have managed to get your 
students back to school and looking great. I have no doubt 
that many of you are looking forward to a great year at 
school. I also know that many of you will have said to 
yourself and your students “This year is going to be 
different!- this year my student is going to be more 
organised.” 

It is important to realise that all young people generate a 
little chaos and disorganisation- particularly teenagers! 
However it does make everyone’s life a little smoother if a 
little organisation is present. However the question is – is it 
possible? 

The answer is –Yes, it is. A few students seem to be 
naturally organised, but for the rest , organisation is a skill 
that can be learned over time. With help and some practice, 
students can develop an effective approach to getting stuff 
done and you are the perfect person to teach your student 
these skills, even if you don’t feel all that organised 
yourself! 

Easy as 1-2-3 

Follow these three simple steps to start your student on the 
road to organisational excellence;  

All tasks can be broken down into a 1-2-3- step process. 

Step 1 -Have your student examine and understand what 
needs to be done . 

Step 2 - Gather the supplies needed to complete the task. 

Step 3 - Stay focused until the job is completed. Learn to 
say “no” to distractions. Check completed work after you 
have finished and complete the finishing touches, like 
remembering to put your homework in the right folder and 
putting the folder inside your school bag so it’s ready for the 
next day. 

Remember it will take time to teach students these skills. 
However it is time well spent as it will help them to be 
independent and successful.  

Brenda Shirley – HOSES 

Senior Schooling Department 

The Senior Schooling Department provides students with 
alternative career pathways.  Students are encouraged to 
participate in a variety of work placements in the form of 
Work Experience, Structured Work Placement and School 
Based Traineeships and Apprenticeships (SATs).  The 
objective of work placement is to ensure that students gain 
employability skills and to expose students to the real world 
of work. 

Students are reminded to continually review the Daily 
Notices for vacancies in School Based Traineeships and 
Apprenticeships.   However, due to the downturn in the 
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global economic market, availability of School Based 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships for students in Years 10, 
11 and 12 has reduced quite dramatically.  Despite all the 
doom and gloom portrayed in the media, students at Glenala 
SHS have remained optimistic and have shown great 
enthusiasm in seeking Work Experience and opportunities 
for School Based Apprenticeships. 

Government and Education Queensland’s initiative to 
double SATs was achieved by Glenala SHS students in 
2008. Student commencements in SATs totalled 39, 
resulting in an overall increase of 420% in comparison to 
2007 documentation.  

I would encourage students to see me if they are interested 
in work experience or a School Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship, so that a placement may be organised in their 
particular area of interest.  Some important points to 
consider for parents/caregivers about work experience are: 

Students are normally required to complete a normal eight 
hour work day 

The student needs to make arrangements to get to and from 
their work experience placement – it is important to be 
punctual! 

Most specialty equipment requirements for work experience 
is the responsibility  of the participating student 

At this point I would encourage all Parents/Caregivers and 
Students to contact me if at any point clarification regarding 
career paths and school life is required.  Success is often 
gained through early insight and obtaining the correct 
information in order to make valid choices. 

I would like to wish all Students a wealth of success and 
happiness for the coming year.   

Elizabeth Rollason - HOD Senior 
Schooling/Home Economics 

House Swimming Carnival 

What a great day! We ventured across to the Inala SS 
Swimming Centre for our annual Hose Swimming Carnival, 
last Friday, the result going right down to the wire in 
perhaps the closest fought carnival for many years.  

The change of venue created an exciting atmosphere with 
spectators packed close to the pool where swimmers swam 
hard and fast in an effort to gain points for their respective 
houses.  

A great day was had by all and thanks to all the students 
who participated or supported their house so well. Thanks 
also to all the staff who worked hard all day to make sure the 
carnival ran smoothly. A special thankyou to Inala SS for 
allowing us to use their pool. 

Our next inter-house carnival will be the cross-country so 
start training and get ready for the clash of the houses again. 

Geoff Jennings - HPE Teacher 

Final Results 

1st   Lewis     532 pts 

2nd  Bradman    500 pts 

3rd   Freeman 497 pts 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Age Champions  
13 yrs   Sidney Mansfield 

Gabrielle Hein – Guy 
14 yrs  Graham Duncan 

Renee Taorei 
15 yrs  Adrian Holt 

Tanika Marsh 
16 yrs   Zack Hardy 

Georgie Jurss 
Open   Brandon Vaughan   

Cedella Anson 
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Greetings Glenala! 

It’s great to be back at school in ’09. 2008 was a great year 
for the school and chaplaincy, but this year is by far going to 
be the best yet. I am in the middle of putting together some 
exciting new programs and initiatives as well as running 
some old favourites like ‘Shine’ and the ‘Pancake 
Breakfast’, so stay posted. Thanks again for the opportunity 
to be a part of such a great community. I am definitely 
looking forward to doing ’09 with you all and seeing some 
great progress this year. 

This year we will be working as a team to really put Glenala 
on the map. 

Joel Bagnall - Chaplain 

Talofalava and Malo lelei 

I am the Pacifica/Polynesian Liaison for 2009. My main role 
in Glenala is to work with all our Pacifica/Polynesian 
students in all aspects of their schooling. I will be working 
closely with students in their classrooms and will be 
focusing on issues that are affecting our students. I will also 
be teaming up with our Chaplin Joel, on some exciting new 
programs. Please feel free to come and see me with any 
concerns or if you just want to talk. Remember that all the 
staff here in Glenala are here to help everyone in whatever 
way they can. Thank you 

Greg Soli - Pacifica/Polynesian Liaison 

 

Scholars’ Assembly 

This Wednesday 18th February we are please to 
announce the inaugural Scholars’ Assembly. The 
purpose of this assembly is to recognise the 2008 Year 
12s who were accepted into tertiary institutions.  It is 
very pleasing to note that 100% of those students who 
applied for positions were accepted into either their 
first or second preference. 

Wendy White – Year 11 Coordinator 

Year 8 Camp 2009 

The Year 8 camp with take place at the Tallebudgera Active 
Recreation Centre from Wednesday the 27th of May to 
Friday the 29th of May.  The campsite is situated on the 
North Palm Beach at Tallebudgera.  ALL students are 
encouraged to take part as the long and short term benefits 
for both students and staff are invaluable 

The aims of this camp are as follows; 

• Develop teamwork as a group and learn to work with 
others; 

• Develop leadership and self confidence; 

• To have a safe and enjoyable learning experience outside 
of the regular school environment 

Parents are reminded that a $20 deposit is most welcome as 
we need an indication of how many students wish to attend 
for booking purposes.  The $20 deposit must be paid to the 
school book room located next to the tuckshop.  It is hopeful 
that the fundraising will start very shortly to help reduce the 
cost to around $100. 

This year middle school students have many opportunities to 
be involved in various activities and workshops. However 
the camp is certainly a highlight.   

Ben Jack - HOD HPE/ITD/Middle School 

State Schools of Tomorrow Update 

 Inala Project – February 2009 

After over a year of consultation and planning, tenders 
have been called for the most exciting educational 
facilities upgrade in the history of the Inala-Durack area.  
The successful contractors will be announced within the 
next few weeks and we expect works at the school to 
commence in March and continue through 2009. 

$69.5 million will be invested in modernising Inala, 
Durack, Richlands East and Serviceton South state 
schools along with the Glenala State High School and 
Western Suburbs Special School through the State 
Schools of Tomorrow initiative. 

The projects will provide 21st century teaching and 
learning environments along with a number of extra 
facilities which arose from the community consultation 
process.  

Glenala State High School – new performing arts centre 
including major hall upgrade and extension, new 
administration offices, new amenities, new specialist 
facilities and student support services and new courtyards 
and circulation areas. 

School will continue to operate normally through to the 
end of the construction phase and great care will be taken 
to minimise the impact of the work on students and 
families. The renewals are planned for completion for the 
start of the 2010 school year. 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to 
contact the State Schools of Tomorrow team on 3237 0008 
or for more information visit, 
http://education.qld.gov.au/tomorrows-schools/schools-of-
tom.html  

New Communication System  

We are pleased to advise you that the school is 
implementing a mobile phone messaging system called 
messageyou™Schools to communicate student absences to 
parents/guardians.  

This new communication system uses Short Messaging 
Service (SMS), which has become more than a fun way for 
kids to communicate. It’s become a powerful messaging 
system that is increasingly being used by government and 
business around the world. 
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Commencing early March 09, each morning of a school day, 
our computer systems will automatically send parents an 
SMS message. SMS is designed to advise parents that 
according to school records, the student is absent or late and 
no reason has been provided to the school. If a reason has 
been provided, then parents will not receive an SMS. 

Once absence notification messages have been implemented, 
the use of messageyou™Schools may be extended to wider 
uses. Using messageyou™Schools, this process will become 
largely automated, resulting in significant time savings for 
teachers and school support staff and keeping you informed. 

More importantly, it will assist in reducing the level of 
unexcused student absences. How can you help? 

Parent Mobile Numbers 

As part of the implementation process, the school will be 
updating its data to ensure the maximum number of parent 
mobile numbers is included. Could you please ensure your 
contact number is current. 

John Richards – Technology Technician 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How would you spend      $465,321.69 
This is how much the P&C has paid in wages to operate the CANTEEN over the last 10 

years. 
We RARELY get VOLUNTEERS 

We had 3 paid workers until Dec 2007 and we now have 2 paid workers. 
From the end of Term 1 this year Mary (Our Convenor) will be on her own.  We would 

rather give the Canteen profit to the school and not spend it on paid employees. 
 

15 VOLUNTEERS  
NEEDED URGENTLY 

So we can avoid this situation. 
Please phone Mary at the Canteen (3372 2300) 

 
P&C MEET & GREET 
GENERAL MEETING 

 
TUESDAY 17th FEBRUARY 2009 

At 6.45pm 
In the Administration Block 

ALL PARENTS & CAREGIVERS 
WELCOME 

(NOTE: Presently only 2 parents on the P&C 
– We need more members) 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Tuesday 17th MARCH 2009 
At 6.45pm 

ALL WELCOME 

AIR FORCE CADETS 

NOW RECRUITING FOR 2009 

Information Night Wednesday 4 March 2009 
 

230 Squadron is looking for keen young ladies and  
gentlemen (13 to 18 yrs old) to participate in the  
Australian Air Force Cadets.  

Based at Springfield. 
Wednesday Nights 6pm to 9pm 
Contact Jennine Holliday for details 
jennine.holliday@aafc.org.au 
www.aafc.org.au, Ph: 0412 680 050 

Air Force Cadets also recruiting 

Adult Officers and Instructors. 
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