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GLENALA PARENT GET TOGETHER 

Wednesday Sept 16, 2009 

Come along and join us for a parent get together  on the 
night of the student Disco. The evening will be run in 2 
sessions: 

Session 1: 6.30 – 8 pm (Why not drop in after dropping 
your student at the Social?) 

Session 2: 8.30 – 9.15 pm (Why not drop in before picking 
your student up from the Social?) 

This is an ADULT ONLY evening to be held in J Block 

A light supper will be provided. For catering purposes 
please let the school know if you are attending (and 
numbers) on or before the 11 September 2009. 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL NEWS 

CUPCAKE DAY FOR THE RSPCA 

On Monday 17th August the SRC ran a lunchtime stall to 
sell cupcakes to raise money for the RSPCA.  They also 
ran a sausage sizzle and sold spider drinks to raise funds 
for SRC projects.  Many SRC members helped set up, 
cook, prepare spiders, serve customers and pack up, 
which made the event a huge success.  $228 was raised 
for the RSPCA, and $277 was raised for the SRC. 
Congratulations to those students who were involved, it 
was a fantastic effort! 

Staff and students also supported the stall by baking and 
donating cupcakes for sale.  A big thankyou to Mrs Brenda 
Shirley, Mrs Silo Gunput, the Butler family and the 
McGettigan family for baking and donating cupcakes.  
Thankyou also to Mrs Kim Matthew for her donation to the 
SRC, and to our canteen convenor Mary McCabe for her 
donations and assistance. 

I’m extremely pleased and proud that the SRC made this 
event so successful and I’m looking forward to supporting 
the Cupcake Day for the RSPCA in future years. 

 

 

SCHOOL SOCIAL 

Last week letters, went home to notify parents/guardians of 
the School Social which is being organised by the SRC.  
This is a great opportunity for students to attend a 
supervised function where they can relax, listen to music, 
socialise with friends, and perhaps even show off their 
dance repertoire!   This is also an exciting time, as we 
have not held a function like this in many years at Glenala 
SHS.  The Social will be held on Wednesday 16th 
September in the Sports Centre from 6:30-9:30pm.  
Tickets will only be pre-sold, and students can get their 
tickets from the bookroom (early bird $5 / normal price $7).  
Food and drinks will be on sale; however students can buy 
a meal deal (hamburger and drink) for only an extra $4 
when they buy their ticket, which is cheaper than if they 
buy it on the night.  Hopefully the students get behind this 
fantastic opportunity to attend a positive event such as this. 

Kristin Grant - SRC Teacher Liaison 

MIDDLE SCHOOLING NEWS 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GOTCHA AWARD 
WINNERS!!  

Our Year 8 Pizza Party Winners  

Class of the fortnight (31st July 2009) – 8A with an 
outstanding 51 Gotchas! 

Class of the fortnight (14th August 2009) – 8D with an 
outstanding 66 Gotchas! 

To be an individual winner the students must have 
received four or more Gotchas in a fortnight. Gotchas are 
awarded for good behaviour.  

Our Year 8 individual Gotcha winners for the fortnight 
ending the 31st July 2009 are as follows: 

8A – Buffy Bailey, Clark Fontanilla, Shane Griffin 

8B - Elizabeth Areiti, Maverick Bathgate, Mitchell Little, 
Rebecca Manual, Manika Simpson, Shekyce Smart 

8C – Vasko Kolarski, Leon Vo 

8D – Taylor Burbidge, Shai Gay, Jasmine Johnson, Trae 
Warburton-Sengstock 

Our Year 8 individual Gotcha winners for the fortnight 
ending the 14th August 2009 are as follows: 

8A – Clark Fontanilla 

8B – Jack Huhu, Jacinta Simpson 

8C – Khang Doan, Taylia Ingram, Sharlene Le, Ulu Magele 

8D – Taryn Chapman, Shai Gay, Gabrielle Hein-Guy, 
Jasmine Johnson, Tamara McGettigan, Keneth Olak, 
Tamika Smith, Mason Swinburne, Trae Warburton-
Sengstock 

Year eight, nine and ten students are eligible to be in a 
competition to win a Two Day World Pass to 
Dreamworld/Whitewater World for two adults and two 
children.  Students are encouraged to behave and work 
well in their classes in order to collect as many Gotchas 
from their teachers as possible.  The student who has 
collected the most Gotchas by the end of the term will win.  
Please remind your student of the importance of working 
and behaving well in class.  

This term, our year eight students have been working in 
Access doing “The Real Game”. The program is designed 
to encourage students to become competent in some of 
the essential career and life building skills such as 
personal management, learning and work exploration and 
career building.  Don’t forget it is never too early to set 
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goals.  The goals may change but at least they are working 
towards something. 

Students are also doing some work on Bullying and 
Harassment.  From time to time issues will arise between 
students and it is important that our students understand 
how to cope with all types of situations in a way that is 
respectful to each other and others in the community.   

Our year eight and twelve students are continuing their 
cooperative work.  This time they have had a shoebox 
challenge.  Each group had ten minutes to use the bits and 
pieces in the shoebox to create either a timesaving device 
for the kitchen or a toy for a primary school aged child.  
They were then given ten minutes to create an 
advertisement for their product.  Each group had to stand 
up before the class and present their advertisement to a 
panel of judges.  Students found this activity more difficult 
than previous activities, but still entered into the spirit of the 
activity and had fun doing so.   I particularly enjoyed 
watching the students selling their products to the public.  It 
was very entertaining and I had to laugh at how many ads 
included the lines “But wait there’s more…” or “If you pay 
by credit card we will also include ….”   Obviously, we take 
more notice of television commercials than we realise. It 
was great to see the eights and twelves working 
cooperatively together once more. 

Kim Matthew - Year 8 Coordinator 

2009 EGG DROP 

During Science week in August, Glenala SHS held its 
annual Egg Drop Competition.  Students were asked to 
design and build a container to protect an unboiled egg 
which was to be dropped from the A-Block verandah.  
Following a frantic building phase at the beginning of the 
week, the containers were ready to be tested on the Friday 
of Science Week.  In front of a crowd of hundreds, eight 
entries were tested.  Most didn’t survive, however, Yr 8 
students Carisa Bathgate and Jasmine Johnson won the 
day with their effort, with TJ Mansfield of Yr 10 coming in 
second place.  A big congratulations to all those who 
participated and had a great time!  Start planning for 2010. 

 
Andrew Kamler – Science Teacher 

SCIENCE WEEK NEWS 

August 15-23 was National Science Week. To celebrate 
this at Glenala we held our annual egg drop competition 

and we also held a Science Fun Day. We were able to hold 
the Science Fun Day due to a small grant from the Science 
Teachers’ Association of Australia. The Science Fun Day 
was a day of activities involving teams from the local 
primary schools and five of our year 8 students. These 
students were: Sabrina Flores, Harin Choi, Van Pham, 
Khang Doan and Ulu Magele. The activities were to build a 
catapult using the rubber bands and timber provided, build 
a bridge using straws, general science team quiz and they 
also had a guest speaker Dr. Julie from the Mater Medical 
Institute talk about viruses, diseases and immunology. The 
day was fantastic with many primary students commenting 
on the fun they had. I would also like to thank the five year 
8 students for helping to make the Science Fun Day a 
great success. In the end the team from Inala West was 
the winner after all the rounds. 

 

 
Jonathan Wells - Science/Maths HOD 

SENIOR SCHOOLING NEWS 

CAREER CHOICE DAY 

On Thursday 20th August, ten Year 10 students and ten 
Year 11 students attended Career Choice Day. They were 
accompanied by Mr Allan Saunderson and Mr Greg Soli. 
This is an annual event hosted by the Australian Business 
and Community Network (ABCN).  The aim of the day is to 
give students exposure to different work places.  This is a 
valuable experience for students as it gives them the 
opportunity to ask questions, see different roles in action 
and meet a range of people from different organisations. 

This year our students visited Minter Ellison, one of the 
largest full-service law firms in the Asia Pacific region. 
(Glenala has a special relationship with Minter Ellison as 
the company continually supports us in many of our 
endeavours.)  The students had the opportunity to 
participate in a mock negotiation exercise which certainly 
gave the students exposure to the law world.  Minter 
Ellison provided students with lunch before they visited the 
second work place Fuji Xerox Australia.  This company is a 
wholly owned subsidiary of Fuji Xerox (Japan).  It operates 
throughout the Asia Pacific Region and has a reputation of 
market-leading research and development.  The students 
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saw over the operation and had a first hand opportunity of 
producing a professional photo album.  

From all accounts the students and staff had a fun day 
which was a rewarding and invaluable experience. 

Wendy White - Year 11 Co-ordinator 

Allan Saunderson - Year 10 Co-ordinator 

SENIOR SCHOOLING ~ RESPONSIBLE SERVICE OF 
ALCOHOL 2009 

 

Due to the ever increasing media attention towards binge 
and underage drinking, coupled with the hard line 
approach that the Rudd Government has taken on alcohol, 
Glenala SHS has taken the opportunity for students to 
participate in a short course in the “QLD Responsible 
Service of Alcohol”.  This course is accredited by the 
Liquor Licensing Commission.   A number of our students, 
ranging from year 10, 11 and 12 all successfully completed 
the one day course.  The information acquired throughout 
the day will be of great benefit, both on a personal and a 
professional level.  Students are now more aware of the 
rules and regulations regarding alcohol, both if they are 
caught underage/supplying to a person underage/being 
unduly intoxicated and the plethora of fines that can occur, 
either if they work in the Hospitality Industry or if they get 
caught in public areas. 

Michael Chettle from Training Direct delivered the course 
onsite to our students and I would like to pass on his kind 
words of praise regarding our students.  He made 
particular reference to the courtesy and polite manner 
shown by the students and he was particularly impressed 
by the mature attitude displayed when discussing 
important and topical issues relevant to the nature of the 
course. 

Elizabeth Rollason - HOD Senior Schooling/ HEC  

THEATRE IS ALIVE AND ACTING AT GLENALA 
HIGH 

On Monday August 31 Senior Drama students as well as 
Year Ten Drama students attended the Debase 
Production, Popping Lead Balloons, which is part of the 
Arts Council Inschools Touring Program.  This 
performance dealt with the issue of bullying amongst girls, 
in particular, through the use of technology. The three 

actors demonstrated how to stage a play with a simple set 
and created a range of entertaining, thought-provoking 
characters. Our students were an excellent audience and 
had many questions for the actors at the close of the 
performance. Attending live theatre performances is a very 
important part of our Arts curriculum and we have been 
very lucky this year to have already had two very 
competent theatre groups attend our school to perform 
inexpensively for our students.                             

We are very fortunate to be a host school for the 
Queensland Arts Council, which means that once or twice 
a year plays are brought to our school at no cost to the 
students, so that our students can provide feedback about 
the productions to determine whether they are appropriate 
for high school audiences. On Thursday September 10 
several classes from Year Eight to Year 12 will have the 
opportunity to see a play presented by Brainstorm, a 
theatre group, who creates plays especially for teenage 
audience. The Hurting Game explores what teenagers do 
to fit in with others and how to resist peer pressure. This is 
a wonderful experience for our students to be able to share 
the opinions and have their viewpoints taken into account 
by the Arts community. 

Narelle Richards – Year 12 Co-ordinator 

YEAR 11 DRIVER EDUCATION EXCURSION 

 On Wednesday 2nd September, 41 year 11 students 
travelled to the Mount Cotton Driver Education 
Centre.  The students participated in the Driver Awareness 
and Safety Course which covered topics such as; drink 
driving, road accidents, legal and financial issues related to 
driving a motor vehicle, safe driving habits and practical 
driving tips.  There were some very moving sessions 
where students were able to talk with crash victim 
survivors and had the opportunity to see some impactful 
images of road accidents.  Hopefully those who attended 
will be able to utilise these important lessons in the future 
when they become active on the road.  The students who 
attended need to be commended for their behaviour and 
involvement as evidenced by the positive feedback from all 
the presenters involved during the day. 

Adam Richter – HPE Teacher 

JUNIOR RUGBY UNION 

The junior rugby union side 
have taken out this year’s inter-
school competition with an 
emphatic undefeated season. 
Old time rivals Corinda and 
Forest Lake were no match for 
the might and power of the 
Glenala boys who finished the 
season clear on top. Although 
Glenala was the smallest school 
in the competition they easily 
displayed the most talent. This 
talent came thick and fast from 
the tenth grade with two players 

stepping up from the ninth grade. Highlights included Jeremiah Lale’s rampaging return to field after a knee dislocation, 
Alfie Lui’s last minute penalty kick to win the game and the gutsy team performance when playing three players down 
against Forest Lake.  Although every player had a part to play in the champion squad the following individual awards were 
given; Chris Tauelangi (Best and Fairest), Steve Latu (Raging Bull), Mosa Taufa (Rising Star), Jessie Woodward (Most 
Improved). The victory is testament to the player’s dedication, enthusiasm and hard work in training. Although they are a 
scary looking bunch of players the scariest thing about this team is they will only get better. Watch out for them in 2010. 

 Luke Gillespie – School Rugby Coach 
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LUNCHTIME SPORT PROGRAM 

The Lunchtime Sport Program is continuing to be very 
popular with upwards of 80 students participating every 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday at first break in the 
Sport Centre.  There have been some fierce battles 
between the houses and the competition has been very 
close.  Every Monday on assembly one student is awarded 
the weekly 'Most Valuable Player' Award which consists of 
a Certificate and a $5.00 tuckshop voucher.  The latest 
winner of this award was Jesse Woodward.  There is 
currently only four points separating the top two 
teams.  Leading the competition at present is Freeman 
House followed closely by Bradman House with Lewis 
House starting to mount a late charge back in third place. 

Adam Richter – HPE Teacher 

MULTICULTURAL CELEBRATION DAY 

The annual Glenala SHS Multicultural Celebration Day was 
held on Friday 14th August 2009.  Once again this day was 
a huge success with students, staff and other members of 
the Glenala school community enjoying a day full of 
cultural diversity and of course the popular food 
sampling.  There were performances from a wide variety of 
cultural groups including Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander 
and Polynesian.  The concert event in the 
afternoon  culminated in the popular 'Bring it On' 
performance by our own students at Glenala.  A big thank 
you to all people who performed and assisted with the 
preparation of the food and organisation of the day. 

Adam Richter – Multicultural Day Co-ordinator  
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COMING EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 
8 & 10 Regional Athletics Championship 
9 Yr 10 Subject Selection Night 
10 Writers’ Festival  
 Arts Council Visit 
16 Defence Force Talks, Yr 11/12 

School Social 
17 Boys U15 & Open Gala Day,  Yr10/11/12 
18 End of Term 3 

OCTOBER 
5 Start of Term 4 
7 Mental Health Yr 12 
9 Brainstorm Production “Wired” Yr11 

Next P & C Meeting 
15.09.09 at 6:15PM 

All Welcome 
This publication along with other school documents are 
available on www.glenalashs.eq.edu.au  

http://www.glenalashs.eq.edu.au/

