
Principal’s Report
Dear Parents and Guardians 
We have had a busy but enjoyable start 
to Term 3, with students achieving 
success in the classroom, on the 
sporting field and also in the cultural 
sphere. One of the best displays of team 
spirit and camaraderie I have seen since 
I have been at Glenala was the 
Cooperative Challenge. Organised by 
Mrs Richards and Mrs Matthew, it was 
the culmination of much work between 
year 8 and 12 students. A detailed report 
will be given later in this newsletter, but 
this is definitely an activity which we 
will be looking to expanding. 

SCHOOL BUILDING 
Since the last newsletter we have been 
successful in our application for a 
federally funded $1.31 million 
LANGUAGE CENTRE. We also 
applied and received just over $18 000 
for a set of combined rugby and soccer 
posts, as well as some shaded areas for 
the oval. This money was provided by 
the Brisbane City Council. Combined 
with our multi million dollar 
Queensland Government State Schools 
of Tomorrow Project, we have, as a 
school community, taken advantage of 
funding provided by all three tiers of 
government. Our school community is 
grateful for the opportunity to open up 
and modernise our school site. 

SPARK IT UP WESTSIDE 
This is a joint initiative between the 
Queensland police service and Glenala 
High, which involves bringing together 
all cultural groups within the Inala area. 
A very successful evening was held on 
Wednesday 22 June at the PCYC. A 
large crowd witnessed a fantastic 
concert, as well as listening to guest 
speakers, and topping the evening off 
with a free BBQ. Glenala had two 

performances, with our aboriginal 
dancers providing some great 
entertainment, and band BNS bringing 
the house down with a medley of songs. 
Keep your eye out for the next concert 
evening to be held in October. 

ATTENDANCE 
What is meant by the “Compulsory 
Participation Phase”? 
A young person’s compulsory 
participation phase starts when s/he 
stops being of compulsory school age 
(i.e. turns 16 or completes Year 10 
whichever comes first) and ends when 
the person –  

·  gains a Senior Certificate, 
Certificate III or Certificate IV 
or 

·  has participated in eligible 
options for 2 years after the 
person stopped being of 
compulsory school age or 

·  turns 17. 
Participation here refers only to the 
enrolment of a young person in the 
compulsory participation phase with a 
provider in a relevant program or course 
and compliance with the provider’s 
attendance requirements. 
Section 239 of the Education (general 
Provision) Act 2006 sets out parents’ 
obligation to ensure participation: 
(1) “Each parent of a young person in 

the compulsory participation phase 
must ensure the young person is 
participating full-time in an eligible 
option, unless the parent has a 
reasonable excuse. 

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), it is 
a reasonable excuse for a parent (the 
relevant parent) that – 
a) The young person lives with 

another parent and the relevant 
parent believes, on reasonable 
grounds, the other parent is 



ensuring the young person participates 
full-time in an eligible option; or 

b) In all the circumstances, the relevant 
parent is not reasonable able to control the 
young person’s behaviour to the extent 
necessary to ensure the young person 
participates full-time in an eligible option.” 

When a student is not in regular attendance, without 
good excuse, a series of Truancy or T letters will be 
sent to parents. If this reaches the stage of Truancy 
letter 6, prosecution of the parents may result. This is 
a last resort and it is hoped all parties can reach a 
solution to have students at school and in class 
learning every day. 

Michael Knox – Principal 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL 
NEWS 

Last Term the Student Representative Council (SRC) 
were busy collecting ideas for a project that they can 
work on this year.  They want to be able to do 
something significant for the students at Glenala SHS.    
They collected ideas and then voted on what they 
thought was most needed, but also achievable within 
the year.  They narrowed the ideas down to three 
priorities, which are: 

1. Putting in more cold drink taps around the 
school 

2. Providing more shade around the oval 
3. Providing the English department/classrooms 

with whiteboards. 
At the moment the SRC are gathering quotes to put in 
more cold drink taps.  Once they find out how much it 
will cost, they can decide whether or not they can 
afford to complete this project.  They will also need to 
decide whether they need to do more fundraising or 
focus on their other identified priorities. 
On Friday 24 July, the SRC organised a Free Dress 
Day for all students.  The Free Dress Day was to raise 
money for their identified priorities.  They also paid 
for a performance by the Nubian Gents, which is a 
talented dance group from America.  It was a great 
start to the day and students seemed to enjoy getting 
up and dancing and seeing Mr Knox and Mrs Ashton 
being pulled up to the front to show off their dance 
moves! 
 

 
Coming up in August are two fundraising events, 
which the SRC will lead.  They will be selling 
merchandise for Daffodil Day, which raises money 
for the Cancer Council.  There are pens, USB sticks, 
badges and money donations will also be collected.  
Cupcake Day for the RSPCA will also be supported 
by the SRC.  This will be held on Monday 17th 
August.  Cupcakes and other food will be sold by the 
SRC.  Proceeds from cupcake sales will go to the 
RSPCA, and sales from other food will go towards the 
SRC projects.  Please keep supporting the SRC and 
our charities through these events. 

Kristin Grant - SRC Teacher Liaison 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MIDDLE SCHOOLING NEWS  
Congratulations to our Gotcha Award Winners!! 

Our Year 8 Pizza Party Winners 
Class of the fortnight (26th June 2009) – 
8A with an outstanding 65 Gotchas  
To be an individual winner the students must have 
received four or more Gotchas in a fortnight. Gotchas 
are awarded for good behaviour.  
Our Year 8 individual Gotcha winners for the 
fortnight ending the 26th June 2009 are as follows: 
8A - Buffy Bailey, Sabrina Flores, Clark Fontanilla, 
Shane Griffin, James Misa, Terence Ruys, Kimiora 
Tepano 
8B - Elizabeth Areiti, Tarita Dean, Jessica Ernst, 
Cody Schloss, Manika Simpson 
8C - Khang Doan, Mitchell Hannemann, Vasko 
Kolarski, Hayley Morris, Shere-Khan Oaariki 
8D - Carisa Bathgate, Natalie Blair, Dylan Brooker, 
Janet Brown, Jacinta Conlon, Uili Harris Tavake, 
Joshua McDonnellhile 

Kim Matthew - Year 8 Coordinator 
The Cooperative Challenge 

The Cooperative Challenge is the culminating activity 
of the work done with year eight and twelve students 
over the past two terms. 
The idea was to build relationships between the two 
year levels in a light hearted fun way but have them 
doing something worthwhile at the same time.  



Therefore, activities were devised to help students 
with team building skills, cooperative and social 
skills.  It also allowed the year eight students to meet 
some of the older students in the school in a safe 
environment. This helped with the transition from 
Primary School where they were the leaders of the 
school to Secondary School where they once again 
became the younger students in the playground. 
The Cooperative Challenge Morning had all the grade 
eight and twelve students in the Sports Centre.  Four 
Teams were formed by putting a grade eight and 
grade twelve That’s Life Class together. E.g. 8A & 
12A = A 
The first challenge for the day … Each team had to 
come up with a name and a war cry.  The teams took 
up the challenge with a high degree of enthusiasm and 
we were off and running.   
Amidst much laughter and eagerness students 
participated in three legged races, egg and spoon races 
and balloon races.  Students were provided with 
materials and were encouraged to build the biggest 
tower they could.  There was a tug of war.  Then it 
was on to ball games – Tunnel Ball, Leader Ball and 
Captain Ball.  All students participated and had fun 
doing so.  At one stage I just stopped…. I looked 
around the Sports Centre … what a wonderful sight.  I 
could not see a student who didn’t have a smile on 
their face; all the students were participating in some 
way, some were doing the activity, and some were 
cheering and supporting their team.  Everyone was 
cooperating with each other to make this a successful 
and fun morning for all.  Students had a wonderful 
morning of activity.  Then as a reward for all that 
exercise a sausage sizzle was provided so that all the 
students could refuel.   
We were all winners that day but there were a few 
standouts.  A year eight student, Cassandra Ngau, and 
a year twelve student, Ryan Forrest, were chosen for 
the Spirit Award and each were given a $20 gift card.   
Our congratulations go to the winners of the inaugural 
Cooperative Challenge Shield, 8B & 12B. 
Kim Matthew - Year 8 Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 



Spark 
This year the Australian Business and Community 
Network introduced Spark into our school.  Spark is a 
mentoring reading program for Year 8 students. 
The aim of Spark is to benefit students by developing 
their literacy and conversational skills, along with 
building their vocabulary.  Initially this program was 
developed for primary schools, however this has been 
extended to Year 8 students.  Glenala SHS Year 8 
students in 2008 piloted this extended program. 
A member company of A.B.C.N., Minter Ellison, 
provided the Reading Mentors for the Year 8 students. 
The role of these mentors was to provide 
encouragement for students to engage further in their 
schooling and community through improved language 
skills and personal development.  Mentors were 
matched with Year 8 students to provide a one-on-one 
reading mentoring and support.  Every week, for two 
terms, the volunteers visited the school and read with 
the students for an hour. 

 

 
The Australian Business and Community Network is 
a group of national business leaders who create 
positive social change through practical programs that 
engage students, educators and business people.  
Established in early 2005, ABCN works with schools 
in areas of high need to broaden the horizons of 
students, support educators and engage business to 
build stronger communities.  In recognition of the 
networks outstanding work in the community they 
were presented with a Prime Minister’s Award in 
2007. 

 
The Spark program was very successful and well 
received by the Year 8 students who participated.  It 
will be run again next year hopefully with more Year 
8 students involved. 

Wendy White – Teacher Librian 
Year 8 and 9 Rugby League Gala Day 

Both the Year 8 and 9 Boys Rugby League Teams 
travelled to Forest Lake State High School to compete 
in the Brisbane West Gala Day.  Despite the warm 
conditions the players showed plenty of spirit and 
courage.  Both teams had great wins against 
Centenary and Corinda State High School.  By the 
end of the day all players were very tired after playing 
5 matches each.  Players in the Year 8 team were 
Stefania Faolua and Gary Hughes, and in the year 9 
Team Ben Fetoai, and Mosaati Taufa.  Well done to 
all the boys it was a great effort by all. 

 

 

 
Ben Jack – HOD HPE/Mid School/ITD 



Year 9 News 
Last Term a group of Year 9 boys attended a program 
called Team Up each Friday morning.  Team Up is a 
joint project run by Queensland Police and Glenala 
SHS, and it is held at the Inala PCYC.  Police 
Personnel Steve Currie and Cory Kirk take the boys 
for different activities including fitness, boxing and 
self defence.  The first group finished on the last day 
of last term.  They were given a barbeque breakfast 
and presented with certificates and water bottles.  The 
boys who regularly attended Team Up really enjoyed 
the program and all of them found improvements in 
their fitness over the term.  This Term a new group of 
boys have started attending the program and will 
continue for the rest of the Term. 

Kristin Grant - Year 9 Coordinator 
Primary School Visits 

During June, the Middle School Leaders have been 
visiting Primary Schools with Mr Jack to talk about 
school life at Glenala State High School.  Mr Jack 
showed the students a PowerPoint presentation with 
some photos of classrooms and other features.  State 
Schools of Tomorrow was also mentioned.   

 

 
The Middle School Leaders talked about what will 
happen on the first day, who their year coordinator 
will be and some sports events that happen during the 
year.  Hopefully they will pick Glenala SHS next year 
and wish them good luck for their first day as Year 8s. 

Michelle Tran & Renee Taorei - Middle School 
Leaders 

Languages At Large 
���������	�
  (Hello in Russian)  On the 22nd of July 
15 year 10 students and Mr Saunderson travelled to 
the University of Queensland (St Lucia Campus).  
The aim of the day was to get a feel for what 
university life is like and to learn about opportunities 
to study different languages.  We had the opportunity 
to participate in tutorials for both Russian and 
Spanish.  A fun day was had by all.  At lunch time our 
students represented Glenala on the beach volleyball 
courts.  By the end of the day we all left with a few 
kilograms of extra sand in our shoes and socks.  nos 
divertimos mucho (- we had a lot of fun.)   adiós (- 
goodbye)      

Mr Saunderson -Year 10 Co-ordinator 
Bring It On 

Twenty-five of our students from years eight to 
twelve have been training hard... Very Hard.   “Bring 
it On” is a dance competition for secondary schools.  
It began about five years ago in New Zealand and has 
been growing ever since.  Last year we made it to the 
finals and came fifth out of about twenty other 
schools from around South East Queensland.  This 
year we want to go even better.  We will be 
performing at the South Bank Piazza at 6:00pm on the 
07th of August.  Tickets are available at the door so 
come along to support.   

Mr Saunderson -Year 10 Co-ordinator 
Maths/Science Report 

Term 3 signals a frantic time in the Maths/Science 
department.  Senior students in Maths are working 
hard towards the final assessment pieces.  Senior 
Science students are busy conducting experiments, 
with the Chemistry and Physics students going on 
field trips around Brisbane and to Dreamworld to 
collect data.  Activity isn’t restricted to the senior 
school.  The year 8s, 9s and 10s are all participating in 
practical tasks to further their interest in science.  
Term 3 also sees National Science week.  This year, 
Glenala is taking its science expertise to the local 
primary schools with a Science Excellence Day to be 
held on August 18.  At this event, primary schools 
will compete against each other in a variety of 
science-based activities.  Glenala students will not be 
left out though, with the Annual Egg Drop 
competition being held during that week as well.  
Details for both events will be made known closer to 
the date. 

Andrew Kamler – Science Teacher 

SENIOR SCHOOLING NEWS 
Year 11 News 

The Year 11 cohort has had a very busy year so far.  
As mentioned in an earlier newsletter the Year 11 
students and staff experienced an enjoyable and 
rewarding camp at Tallebudgera.  Since returning 



from camp, in Access, the Year 11s have been 
involved in several leadership workshops.  As they 
will be the leaders in the school next year, these 
workshops have given them good training and insight 
into what will be expected of them.  They have also 
had a variety of guest speakers.  Recently RACQ 
spoke to the students and gave them free membership. 
As part of our career information for Year 11 
students, a number of students from the cohort 
attended a Skill and Development Day at the 
Queensland Institute of Technology, Garden’s Point 
on the 4th June this year.  Many of these students 
found it an interesting experience and have 
encouraged some to attend university once they leave 
school. 
On the 20th August, twenty Year 10 and 11 students 
will be attending a Career Choice Day at Minter 
Ellison. This day is organised by the Australian 
Business and Community Network and is aimed at 
giving students career exposure.  Students will visit 
two different organisations in one day and are able to 
learn about the range of jobs within their 
organisations.  The Year 11 students who attended 
last year found this to be a very rewarding day. 
In September, a number of our Year 11 students will 
be attending a Road Safety Education Program run by 
Rotary International.  The students will attend 
sessions conducted by road crash survivors, local 
Police, driver trainers, drug and alcohol experts and 
financial counsellors.  The program focuses on 
attitude and awareness with the aim of helping young 
adults become better people on the road.  Peer 
pressure from passengers has a major effect on the 
way young people behave behind the wheel and by 
addressing students as both drivers and passengers; 
the program aims to change the environment in the 
car rather than focusing solely on the driver. 
Many activities are still planned for the year group.  I 
feel fortunate that I am able to lead such a diverse and 
talented group of young people. 

Wendy White - Year 11 Co-ordinator 
School Based Apprenticeship 

Monday 27 July at 10.00am saw the realisation of a 
lifelong dream come true for Senior student, Joshua 
Shadford.  Since my arrival at Glenala State High 
School at the beginning of 2008, Josh has been 
relentless in pursuing a School Based Apprenticeship 
in Construction (Carpentry).  His drive and 
determination finally came to fruition with the advent 
of the State Schools of Tomorrow Project at Glenala 
SHS in early 2009.  FK Gardner & Sons, a third 
generation family company are the Building and Civil 
Contractors that were successful in gaining a number 
of school projects, not only in the Brisbane district but 
extensively throughout Queensland. Through ongoing 

consultation with their Training and Apprenticeship 
Manager, Ms Julie Harris, a small number of students 
from Glenala SHS were given the opportunity to 
showcase their talents in the construction field by way 
of work experience one day per week over two school 
terms.  It was however, Joshua’s commitment and 
passion that stood out to his co-workers and the site 
manager.   
FK Gardner & Sons General Manager, Craig Clancy 
indicated that Joshua had a firm place in their family 
company as a School Based Apprentice, and on 
completion of his Year 12 studies would formally 
transfer to a fulltime apprentice.   The company have 
been supportive of Joshua’s cultural heritage as an 
Aboriginal descendent of the Wakka Wakka Tribe, 
and this has been formally acknowledged at his sign 
up and through various media forums. 

 
Left to Right: Craig Clancy, Michael Knox, Malcolm 

Shadford, Josh Shadford, Geoff Chant, Jenny 
Shadford and Leah Shadford 

At the proceedings to facilitate Josh’s formal sign up 
as a School Based Apprentice with FK Gardner & 
Sons, a variety of people who have and will continue 
to support him through his apprenticeship were in 
attendance.  First and foremost his parents, Malcolm 
and Jenny Shadford, accompanied by their elder 
daughter Leah.   Representatives of FKG; Craig 
Clancy (General Mgr), Mark Hoogsteyns (General 
Mgr HR & Safety), Laruen Flint Client (Relations 
Mgr), Julie Harris (Training and Apprenticeship Mgr), 
Damien Meehan (Glenala SHS Site Foreman), Jan 
Kruger (Project Mgr Inala cluster) and Carissa 
Koehler (Contract Administrator Inala Cluster).  In 
addition: Construction Skills Queensland 
representative, Geoff Chant; Career Australia Institute 
of Training’s Operation Mgr, Traci McGee, Business 
Mgr, Gary Hale and their Operations Mgr,  Shane 
Williams.  Wayne Smith from Busy at Work 
delivered all the government paperwork to formalise 
the apprenticeship.  Last, but not least, were our 
Principal, Michael Knox, myself and Sigrund Nilsen 
(CEC).    



Australian School Based Apprenticeships offer a 
career which is challenging and fulfilling for young 
people.  They make the most of the very special 
technical and creative talents of so many young 
Australians in a diverse range of opportunities to gain 
skills and knowledge to equip them for a successful 
life in paid employment.  This very big step forward 
in Josh’s future education and work only confirm in 
my mind that to dream big is possible for all students 
if they possess the fortitude and passion, coupled with 
bucket loads of determination, they can succeed in 
their chosen field.  The motto here is, Never Give Up. 
All the Staff at Glenala SHS would like to genuinely 
wish Josh all the very best in his journey forward 
from school to work, and may he achieve great 
success and always remember his time at Glenala 
State High School with fond and happy memories.  

Elizabeth Rollason - HOD Senior Schooling/HEC 
_________________________________________________________________ 

     EDUCATION SERVICES   
Welcome back to everyone to what looks like being 
an busy and exciting new term. By now all students 
accessing Education Services Programs, within the 
school, should have received their new timetables and 
be settling into their new classes.  
This term sees the launch of a lunchtime club for our 
students and their friends. The Club will operate one 
day each week to start with and will offer a place to 
our students where they can socialize, watch a movie, 
play games or do some arts and crafts. We are all very 
excited about it. The club will officially start next 
week.  
Another exciting project that is well underway are our 
GOAL gardens. Students, under the direction of Mr. 
Freshwater, have rediscovered the GOAL garden beds 
and have worked hard over the past weeks to get them 
ready for planting. We are looking forward to planting 
and harvesting a variety of small crops such as 
assorted herbs, lettuces and tomatoes. 
Many of our students are also making some beautiful 
paper from recycled products. They hope to sell some 
of it soon to our school community, along with a 
variety of greeting cards that they are also making. 
What an industrious bunch of people!!!!  
This term will also see the continuation of our Parent 
Club meeting. This club, which meets once per term 
aims to provide parents and carers with support and 
information that will help make their student’s 
journey through adolescence as smooth as possible. 
We will be sending flyers home soon telling you of 
the date and time for the next session- so watch out 
for that   
Our positive parenting tip for this month is: 
Make sure you provide your students with good 
feedback when they behave well!  

This seems like a simple thing to do but our young 
people often tell us that everyone is very quick to tell 
them when they are doing the wrong thing but that 
they very rarely notice all the good things that they 
do!  
So make sure you take time to notice all the 
wonderful stuff that our young people do and more 
importantly let them know that you have noticed it! 
Brenda Shirley – HOD Ed Services/ Student and Staff 

Welfare 
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AUGUST 
6 Masterclass Excusion – Yr 10, 11 &12 
7 Bring It On (Suncorp Plaza) 
11  Physics Excursion – DreamWorld 
12 EKKA Holiday  
13  Student Free Day 
14 Multicultural Day 
18 District Athletics 
 Boostrix – Yr 10 
 Science Day Excursion 
19 Winter Met Finals  
20 Career Choice Excursion – Yr 10 & 
 11 
21 District Athletics 
26 Subject Selection Evening 
27  District Sport Meet 
SEPTEMBER 
1 QCS Test 
2 QCS Test 
4 Fathers’ Day (Student Council) 
 Teacher Aide’s Day 
8 & 10 Regional Athletics Championship 
18 End of Term 3 
OCTOBER 
5 Start of Term 4 
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This publication along with other school documents 
are available on www.glenalashs.eq.edu.au  


