
Principal’s Report 
Dear Parents and Guardians 

STATE SCHOOLS OF TOMORROW  
Our work site at Glenala has recently taken off in the last couple of weeks, with a hive of 
activity around the library, the new student services centre and the beginning of a dining 
room to be added on to the Home Economics/Hospitality block.  There has been a hold up 
with the weather and granting of building approvals, but these are hopefully now behind us 
and extended work on the great hall will resume.  I would like to thank all stakeholders 
involved, architects, project consultants, builders, subcontractors and EQ staff for the 
professional manner thus far in working on a school full of staff and young people. This has 
been greatly appreciated. 

BUILDING EDUCATION REVOLUTION 
We have recently been informed of our successful application for $200 000 from the 
federally funded National Pride Scheme as part of the BER program. We plan to resurface 
the Sports Centre floor covering and enclose a space to be used as a classroom. As well as 
this, nine handball courts and a volleyball court will be constructed, with a permanent roof 
and seating for spectators. This will ensure our sports facilities will be the equal of any 
other school in our region. 

The cool weather has begun early this year, and sometimes this means that the school 
uniform is worn incorrectly or has some variations. Glenala State High School is a uniform 
school, and the majority of students wear their uniform correctly. Some students have been 
asked to address their uniform, particularly in relation to jumpers. 

The cool weather also means that it is sometimes difficult to get teenagers out of bed and to 
school on time. Attendance is a priority because if students are not at school or are only 
there for part of the day, limited or no learning is taking place. I seek your support on these 
important matters. 

Michael Knox – Principal 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GOTCHA AWARD WINNERS!!  
Our Year 8 Pizza Party Winners 
Class of the fortnight (12th June 2009) - 8B with an outstanding 85 Gotchas  
To be an individual winner the students must have received four or more 
Gotchas in a fortnight. Gotchas are awarded for good behaviour.  
Our Year 8 individual Gotcha winners for the fortnight ending the 12th June 2009 are as 
follows: 
Buffy Bailey Tarita Dean Gary Hughes   Manika Simpson   
Harin Choi  Jessica Ernst Sharlene Le     Uili Harris Tavake 
Clark Fontanilla  Jack Huhu Jacinta Conlon   Joshua McDonnellhile 
James Misa  Anna Porras  Leon Vu    Taryn Chapman 
Terence Ruys Cody Schloss Sonya Uzun   Tianna Nguyen 
Zac Taylor   Janet Brown  Jacinta Simpson  
We are nearing the end of another term of school and we are finding many of our students 
are coming to class unprepared.  Therefore, we are seeking your assistance with this matter.  
Please check that your students have the necessary pens, pencils, books, etc. for school 
each day.   
Also a quick reminder:  Students are required to wear a uniform to school.  As part of the 
winter uniform students are required to wear navy blue jumpers and jackets.  These should 
be plain without any stripes, patterns, writing, etc.   
Your assistance in these matters is much appreciated. Kim Matthew - Yr 8 Coordinator 



MIDDLE SCHOOLING NEWS  

Middle Schooling Camp 

Wednesday morning arrived along with many excited students.  
Everyone was raring to go but of the course the best laid plans 
often go awry with our bus arriving late.  However, before too 
long we were all on the bus waving to very happy and supportive 
parents.  There was a happy buzz as the students all sat chatting 
to each other on the bus, eagerly pointing out different landmarks 
and exchanging tales of other adventures. 

We arrived at the camp at Tallebudgera to be met by the people 
who were to be our team leaders for the time that we were there.  
After filling us in on everything we needed to know, they led us 
off to our cabins.  The excitement levels were elevated even 
more as students discovered who they were sharing their cabin 
with for the duration of their stay.  Next it was time to check out 
their new home for the next few days.  After a quick tour it was 
time for lunch.  Then it was off to our first activity. 

The students were divided into three groups, The Wobbygongs, 
Mullets and Stingers.  Each group had their own itinerary for the 
day.  My group the Stingers were off to the high rope course.  
Wow!  I have never been as impressed with so many people as I 
was that day.  Many of the students in our group admitted to 
having a fear of heights.  However, they all set themselves one 
challenge that they wanted to meet.  They shared their challenge 
with a friend so that they felt accountable to someone.  Then they 
were off!  The students never looked back.  They were working 
together to support each other, cheer each other on.  All students 
achieved their challenge and more. Before too long they were all 
doing things they never thought they would do.  It was really 
important that they all worked together as a team because if they 
didn’t then someone’s safety could be at risk.  They took on this 
task and they thrived.  It was awesome!!! 

The next day our group did the team challenges, beach activities 
and canoeing.  The team challenges were fun as students had to 
work together to do some problem solving activities.  Most of 
the students got into the spirit of the activities and worked well 
on coming up with solutions.  A little competition was added 
into the equation as the group was divided into two and the 
teams worked hard and fast to try and defeat each other in battle.  
The beach activities had the students racing up and down the 
beach as they competed against each other.  Then after a short 
swim it was time to return to camp so the students could refuel 
ready for their next activity…canoeing. 

The students took to the water in their canoes and before too long 
had mastered the techniques of paddling.   They went for a 
paddle across the river and had afternoon tea.  Dean, our team 
leader started throwing plastic toys into the water, each toy had 
an assigned value.  The task… each canoe had to gather as many 
items as they could, so that they could get the most points.  It 
was on… there was much manoeuvring, splashing and laughter 
as the teams competed with each other trying to get those elusive 
items.  Finally, it was time to pack up the canoes, have a swim 
and then it was time to return to camp for a little time before 
dinner. 

The day of our departure had arrived.  However, there was still 
plenty to do before we left.  After breakfast we were off to court 
sports.  Indoor hockey and soccer were the activities for the 
morning.  After picking teams, the games began and it didn’t 
stop until it was time to go.  Greg, our Polynesian liaison officer 
and Joel our chaplain decided to join our group for the games.  
They were having a great time running around; in fact it was 
hard to work out who was having the most fun - the students or 
them.  One of the students commented later that it was fun 
having the ‘old’ men playing with them. 

Next we were off to the catapults.  The students had six posts 
and some pieces of rope and they had to build their own catapult.  
All the students in the group taught each other how to do the 
special knots, etc.  They all worked as a group together to 
complete the task.  Now the fun stuff: of shooting tennis balls 
across the oval, mastering the technique to see who could shoot 
the longest distance to get the most points.  Then before too long 
there were students out on the oval trying to catch the balls to see 
if they could get points. 

What a wonderful adventure!  These are only some of the many 
activities that the students participated in while on camp.  We all 
had such a wonderful time; many friendships were formed 
between students who wouldn’t normally have the opportunity to 
meet.  Jokes and camp stories will be shared for some time to 
come.  We cannot underestimate the many skills that have come 
from this endeavour.  These are skills that the students will take 
with them wherever they go.   

Kim Matthew Year 8 Coordinator 

 

 

MY FAVOURITE TEACHER 

 
Congratulations to Mrs Matthew for winning the 
Southwest News Newspaper’s “My Favourite 
Teacher” competition.  



Camp Highlights 
At the Middle School Camp last week, walking back to the camp 
site from canoeing I felt something drop on my head, looking up 
I saw a bird!   I realised what had happened and Fraser being so 
tall, could see the top of my head.  He just cracked up laughing.  
Grrr…sigh …well… I guess it was pretty funny.   
Sabrina Flores 8A 
My highlights for camp were catapulting, high ropes and court 
sport because it was so 
cool.  Oh my goodness… 
the food was so yum…  
The burgers, mash potato, 
waffle with ice cream, 
trifle, etc.  How yum… 
But yeah!   Camp was 
awesome!!!   
Rebecca Manual 8B 
Camp was fun!  I liked the 
high ropes because it was challenging.   The canoeing was fun 
but we almost tipped the canoe over.   
Drew Hall 8D 
 
Camp was 
mad.  I loved 
the high-ropes.  
It was fun 
I went on the 
high ropes it 
was good.  
Before I 
started 
climbing the 
pole I said I 
was a man, but 
when I was almost at the top I screamed I am a girl, when I 
finally stood on top of the pole and jumped, I yelled I am a man!  
Super Power! 
Keneth Olak 8D 
 
When I went on camp I was in a group called Wobbygongs.  My 
leader was a girl named Jemma and Mr. Jack was also in our 
group.  Our first activity was group challenges and beach games.  
The second day was high ropes and high ropes again and the 
third day was canoeing and then we went home.  Camp was the 
best, I would go again next year and the beach was awesome!!! 
Taylor Burbidge 8D 

 
I liked the high ropes because it was a challenge for me! 
Gabrielle Hein-Guy 8D 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MORETON INDIGENOUS YOUTH LEADERS 

On the 3 June three senior Indigenous students had the 
opportunity to participate in the Moreton Indigenous Youth 
Leaders program.  Cedella Anson, Brenda Douglas began in the 
program in 2008 undertaking training to assist with youth 
mentoring and developing Leadership skills.  This year 
Christopher Summers has joined the team. 

 

At the first training day for 2009 Cedella, Brenda and 
Christopher joined 23 other Youth Leaders at Woodcrest College 
where they had the opportunity to provide input into the 
proposed activities for 2009.  Through out the day students 
participated in team building activities as well as building 
partnerships with fellow students from across the Moreton 
Region and local Aboriginal Elders.   

In the coming months Cedella, Brenda and Christopher will be 
working closely with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
students to develop a school based program to run during lunch 
break.   

I would like to congratulate Cedella, Brenda and Christopher on 
their successful selection in the Moreton Indigenous Youth 
Leaders program and wish them great success with all their 
activities that they undertake during 2009 and beyond. 

Sigrund Nilsen - Community Education Counsellor 

LEROY LOGGINS SPORTING CHANCES  

On Wednesday 27 May Leroy Loggins Sporting Chances 
program started here at Glenala State High School.  This 
program was established in 2002 and has been running 
successfully in other high schools in the Brisbane area.  The 
main goals of this program are to improve the attendance and 
participation of Indigenous students in all areas of schooling, 
while working in partnership with local community members as 
well as sporting identities.   

 

Leroy Loggins and his team will continue to run this program on 
a Wednesday morning for the remainder of this year with 
fantastic opportunities being offered to participants.   

As part of this program, Leroy Loggins has also arranged for 
students to meet Anthony Mundine as well as attend his recent 
fight here at the Brisbane Convention Centre.  Ten year 11 and 
12 students were recipients of tickets to watch Mundine’s fight.  
All students thoroughly enjoyed the evening and would like to 
thank Mr Richter, Mr Saunderson, John Brady and Matthew 
Bond for supervising them.   

Sigrund Nilsen  - Community Education Counsellor  

REGION EDUCATION WEEK CONCERT 

On the evening of Tuesday 2nd June, seven members from the 
Year 11 and 12 music class journeyed out to Ipswich to represent 
Glenala SHS in the Moreton Region Education Week Concert. 
The Concert featured bands and choirs from primary and 
secondary schools in the region (Forest Lake, Ipswich, Goodna, 
Redbank Plains, Jindalee and Glenala). The students are part of 
the new band, “G.P.S.” (Glenala Pop Soul), which has a focus on 
modern pop music repertoire. 

 The students behaved very well and did Glenala proud as they 
took to the stage performing 2 songs. The crowd response was 
very encouraging and out of the performances (in my humble 
opinion) we were the most entertaining. The cutest performance 
though would have to be the little Grade 1 and 2 “speaking 
ensemble”.  

There are more songs to learn and more performances to be had 
so keep your ear out for G.P.S. Other year levels have also 
expressed interest in having a band so this is something that is 
currently in the pipeline. 

Andrew Blackmore - Music Teacher 

 
LUNCHTIME SPORT PROGRAM 

This year has seen the re-introduction of the lunchtime sport 
program which involves students competing in various sports 
against each other in their house groups.  This competition has 
been very popular and has been played across the following 
sports; volleyball, soccer and dodge ball.  The dodge ball 
competition has proven to be very popular with upwards of 70-
90 people competing each lunch break.  The competition is run 
on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during first break and 
there are plenty of prizes and awards including tuckshop 
vouchers for those students who play the game with good 
enthusiasm, effort and sportsmanship.  The main aim of the 
program is to have fun while getting kids active and involved in 
something constructive during breaks.  Currently Freeman house 
is in the lead, closely followed by Bradman and Lewis houses.   

Adam Richter – HPE Teacher 



 

 INALA ISSU-CSQ UNDER 8’S DAY  

On Wednesday 27th May, the ISSU-CSQ organised an Under 
8’s day of celebration, for the local schools of Inala and the 
Indigenous Preschool (Wandarrah) at Inala West State School. 

The day was split into two, 2 hour sessions with the children 
participating in many fun activities including flag making, dhari 
and lei making, bubbles, slime, face painting, dot painting on 
paper boomerangs, playdoh, necklace making and musical 
instruments. The children lived up to the theme of the day, ‘Let’s 
Be Creative’ by producing beautiful boomerangs, dharis, leis, 
necklaces and very loud music. 

We also had some peaceful story telling under a big shady tree 
and wonderful big floor jigsaw puzzles from the ISSU library 
resource centre.  

Queensland Rail provided an activity on rail safety. Queensland 
Health promoted healthy eating through stickers, tattoos and 
recipes and ISSU provided fresh fruit for the children to make 
fruit kebabs which were a tasty treat. 

Thanks to Glenala State High School students who also helped 
with the activities. All in all everyone had an enjoyable day! 

Education Queensland – The Learning Place 

Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea  

Following the tradition established last year, the staff of Glenala 
again celebrated this day with a Morning Tea.  A substantial 
amount of money was donated by staff, to support Cancer 
Council Australia Qld. 

 
School Cleaner’s Day  

Celebrating the big day at Glenala on the 15 June was a quiet but enjoyable affair.  The staff at Glenala were able to show their 
appreciation with a small gift for each of our wonderful cleaning staff, as well as a delicious afternoon tea. 
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BLOCK EXAM Time Table  

 Thu 18 Jun Fri 19 Jun Mon 22 Jun 
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Yr 11 
Maths A 
Maths B 
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Yr 11/12 
Modern His 

E5 

Yr 11/12 
Physics 

Legal Stud N4 
Drama G3 

 

·  Full school uniform must be worn. 
·  Yr 11 & 12 students are only to come to school when they have an exam
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June 
18 - 22 Block Exams 
25 Chicken Pox Vaccination: Yr 8  
26 End of Semester 1 
29  School Holiday to 10 July 
July 
13 Student Free Day 
14 First Day Semester 2 
28 Parent Teacher Interviews 
31  School Athletics Carnival 
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