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Principal’'s Report

Dear Parents and Guardians

This year has got off to a particularly busy
start. Since the last newsletter we have had
the District Swimming Carnival, Year 8
welcome  barbeque, Badge Ceremony,
Scholars Assembly, International Women's
Day celebration and our first P&C meeting of
the year.

Scholars Assembly

A new initiative organised by Librarian and
Year 11 Coordinator Wendy White, was
attended by Federal member for Oxley
BERNIE RIPPOLL and gathered together our
year twelves of 2008 who are off to tertiary
education this year. As mentioned in the last
newsletter, 100% of our students who applied
for courses were accepted, in areas from
engineering to Creative Industries. This
occasion also saw the awarding of dux for
2008 to VITTORIA TEODO.

2009 saw the introduction of a SCHOOL WIDE
POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR STRATEGY, where
the emphasis is not only on consequences for
negative behaviour, but the rewarding of
positive behaviour. The strategy works around
four core rules:

BE SAFE

BE RESPECTFUL

BE RESPONSIBLE

BE AN ACTIVE LEARNER

This strategy is already showing some form of

success, with year 8 and 9 students
participating in a GOTCHA program, and four
students winning IPODs for excellent
attendances.

Later this month, all year 9 students will sit a
full day practice for the NAPLAN test (National
Assessment Plan for Literacy and Numeracy).
Students have been working hard in classes
ahead of the 3 day test scheduled for the 12,
13, and 14 of May. We wish them all the best.

Student and staff leadership is another area we
are focusing on at Glenala this year. Some
leaders have been selected, with middle school
candidates to be selected shortly. Our Student
Council is off to a flying start, organising some
wonderful activities, and leadership camps for
both middle and senior school students are
coming up in May. Staff as well have been
involved in leadership activities since the
beginning of the year.

Badge Ceremony 2009

On Monday February 16 a very important
assembly was held for the whole school. It was
on this day that the school leaders for 2009 were
introduced formally to the school and were
presented with their leadership badges. School
captains, David Tuaoi and Cedella Anson,
proudly made the pledge of office on behalf of
the Senior Leaders and House Leaders.

Pledge of Office
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The school community is very proud of the eleven senior
students who have committed themselves to leadership
roles. We are sure that they will very ably honour the
school motto, representing the school proudly in the
wider community. Congratulations to you all.

School Captains

Cedella Anson, David Tuaoi

Senior Leaders

Brenda Douglas, Litea Feiloakitau, Fraser Marsh

House Leaders

Freeman Yula Monkland
Josh Shadford

Lewis Craig Egert
Lauren Ware

Bradman Anne-Marie Flores

Georgie Jurss

Student Representative Council

It is extremely important that a Student Representative
Council (SRC) has a strong presence in the school
community. The SRC provides an opportunity for the
student voice to be heard, to plan activities that students
enjoy, to make improvements or raise money for
resources for the school, and to fundraise for charities.

This year the SRC has adopted more formal processes
than have previously been implemented. Students who
wanted to be involved on the SRC had to apply for their
positions. There have been students appointed to the
positions of President, Secretary, Treasurer, and each
year level has three Year Level Representatives. The
School Captains and Senior Leaders also have an
opportunity to sit in and vote on the Council. This year
the following students have been selected to be on the
SRC:

Masi Anesone (President), Solomon Mau (Secretary),
Tangata Dean (Treasurer), Anasitasia Fonoti-Fosio,
Jamie Carnarvon, Georgie Jurss, Anne-Marie Flores,
Daniel Smith, Tiffany Diefenbach, Daniel Puselj, Josh
Sawyer, Layton Butler, Joanne Keys, Sabrina Flores and
Tamara McGettigan.

Student positions are currently under probation,
however, at this stage it seems that we have a promising
group who are keen to represent their peers and make a

difference to the school community. Plans are underway
to contribute to Harmony Day celebrations on 20 March
and organising lunch time activities for students during
Youth Week which is the week beginning 30 March.

Dear Parent/Guardian
Re: Free Dress Day and Uniform requirements

Harmony Day, which recognises the cultural diversity of
Australian society, will be celebrated throughout
Australia on Saturday, 21st March. It has been decided
that Glenala SHS will celebrate this day on Friday 20th
March with a Free Dress Day to help raise funds for the
Fire and Flood Appeals. This means that students are
able to wear clothing of their own choice. As orange is
the nominated colour for Harmony Day, it would be
appropriate for students to wear an item of orange
clothing on this day. This is the first time in a number of
years that the school has allowed a Free Dress Day.
For this to continue in the following years, it is important
for the students to abide by the following conditions:

Shirts must have a sleeve, no midriff top, and no
offensive slogans

Closed in shoes (this is a Workplace, Health and
Safety requirement)

Gold Coin donation for the Appeals

If students do not abide by the above conditions,
parents will be contacted in order to send the student
home to change clothing.

Normal Uniform Requirements  will continue for the
rest of the year. Over the coming months Glenala SHS
will be a busy work site as building has commenced on
the renovations to the school. As a result of this,
Workplace, Health and Safety is of great concern to the
staff at the school.

Students must wear closed in shoes which provide
support to their feet and which can be laced or done up.
It is expected that they wear either school shoes or
sports shoes depending on the activities they are
involved in at school. Canvas shoes, slip on fabric
shoes, slippers and similar footwear are not to be worn
at school. Staff and Year Coordinators will be
monitoring footwear, as well as the rest of the uniform,
from Monday 23 March. Parents will be contacted after
this date if the school is concerned with what a student
is wearing on their feet.

Thank you for your assistance in these matters and if
you have any questions about either of these issues
please contact the office or the appropriate Year
Coordinator of your child on 3372 2300.

EDUCATION SERVICES

Last Tuesday evening we held the first meeting of our
Parent Discussion Group. During the session several
interesting topics were covered including adolescent
development and strategies for making the transition of
students from primary to secondary school as smooth
as possible. The evening concluded with a session on
how to manage stress in our lives.

An enjoyable evening was had by all. We intend to run
these sessions once per term until the end of the year.
We look forward to meeting you in the near future.
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MIDDLE SCHOOLING NEWS

Year 8 News

The grade eight students have settled into their first term
of school very well. What many thought was going to be
a frightening experience has instead turned out to be an
exciting adventure.  New friends were made and
students have happily embraced the many differences
between Primary School and Secondary School.

This term is an important term for students as they adapt
to their new surroundings, teachers and rules. Each
Wednesday morning students have a forty five minute
lesson called Access. This term the students are
learning about the school, about themselves and about
team building. For three weeks this term students have
been involved in activities which will help them
throughout their life. The team building activities are
designed to help them learn to work cooperatively with
others, encourage them to participate and give it a go. It
is also a way to discover if they have leadership qualities
which can be harnessed and put to good use.

Students will also be doing some activities with our grade
twelve students this term. This is a good way of
introducing the grade eights to some of our older
students. Both year levels will benefit as they share their
experiences and knowledge with each other.

Many of our Grade eight students have been busy
fundraising during their lunch break selling raffle tickets
to staff and students. All money raised by grade eight
students will be spent on grade eight students. We hope
that any money we raise will help to bring down the price
of the school camp or be used on other team building
and leadership activities throughout the year. A new
raffle is about to start this week. The prize is a Nintendo
wii. Tickets will be on sale at the school for $1.00.
Please support your students by sending along some
money so that they can buy some tickets.

Until next time, stay safe and well.
)
Middle School Camp

Thankyou to all parents/guardians for returning your
camp interest forms. The middle school camp is fast
approaching and all families who have paid the $20
deposit are encouraged to make another payment as
soon as possible. The camp WILL go ahead given the
great response. The final cost has not been finalised
due to various reasons, but we are confident of the price
being reduced to somewhere between $100-$120.

A reminder the middle school camp is at the
Tallebudgera Active Recreation Centre from Wednesday
27th May to Friday the 29th May. The campsite is
situated on the North Palm Beach at Tallebudgera.

It must also be noted that all middle school students are
invited on the camp, but their invitation may be
withdrawn based on behaviour or classroom work.

Camp consent and medical forms will be sent out soon.
A prompt reply would be greatly appreciated. The
students and staff are looking forward to this great event.
Any problems or questions about the camp please feel
free to contact me at the school.

Circus Challenge

Last Friday afternoon we had the pleasure of hosting the
circus challenge road show. The road show is travelling

around Australia, and we were lucky enough to have
them perform their antics. The road show consisted of
an entertaining circus show, then the Year 8 and 9
students who participated had an opportunity to learn
the various skills. Students tried their hand at plate
spinning, juggling, diabolo and safe acrobatic balance.
It was a fun and enjoyable afternoon.
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Science and Engineering Challenge

On Thursday the 5th of March 27 students from both
year 9 and 10 took part in the annual Science and
Engineering challenge at Queensland University at St
Lucia. Each school that is represented on the day has a
team in each of the building and testing tasks. The tasks
include making hovercrafts, hot air balloons, helicopter
rescues, electricity, eco-house, bridge building, Mars
buggy and catapults.

Students showed some incredible abilities to think of
how to improve their designs. It was wonderful to see
Glenala students compete with students from other
schools and beat them. Results have not been finalised
for the whole day, but Glenala came second for the
Catapult test and in the final test Glenala had the best
bridge.

This was also an opportunity for students to travel to the
University where some may attend in the future.
Students said they had a great day and we look forward
to the event next year
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Junior Basketball Results

Congratulations to the Glenala Junior Basketball team
who in the last couple of weeks have had two
impressive wins. Firstly against Corinda SHS, a quiet



first half saw Glenala trailing 8 points to 1. In the halftime
they regathered their thoughts and came out determined
and pulled level with about 4 mins to go, then pushed
ahead to win by 21 to 16.

Secondly, they came up against the junior Kenmore
Basketball team who are considered to be one of the
more competitive teams in the competition. Glenala with
the previous week’s win under their belt came out strong
and the fast paced scoring seesawed back and forth,
with halftime having the teams locked on 18 all. In the
second half, the Glenala boys didn't let the two very tall
Kenmore forwards intimidate them. Glenala pushed on
with fast running and accurate passing to give
themselves plenty of scoring shots to win, with the game
finishing Glenala 34 to Kenmore 30. Congratulations,
well done.
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SENIOR SCHOOLING NEWS

Welcome to Year 12 2009. The first term for this group of
students has been already a very busy one. From the
Swimming Carnival to lunchtime sport, Student Council
to organising the formal, the twelves have found
themselves with plenty to get involved in and many
opportunities to take on leadership roles. At Glenala this
year we are emphasising the importance of all Year 12's
seeing themselves as the leaders of the school and they
are certainly proving to be worthy of this role.

With only a few weeks until the end of term one, it is
important that students are keeping up with their studies
and submitting all assessment. If for any reason a
student is absent from school, it is vital that the school
receive a letter or phone call from home explaining this
absence. This will assist a student if they should need
more time to complete a piece of assessment or they
need to make up an exam that they have missed. If you
have any questions about this issue or any other
concerns about your student’s school life you would like
to discuss please feel free to contact me.

This should be an exciting year for the Year 12’s as they
prepare to finish school and take on the challenges of
the ‘real’ world. Throughout the year each care class will
have the opportunity to tell you a little about who they
are, their hopes for the future and what they plan to
achieve throughout the year. In this newsletter 12A have
a few things to say about what this year is all about for
them.

Getting to Know 12 A

Hello Glenala, We are 12A and we are so proud to have
made it this far in school. It's a big relief that this is our
last year. Everyone feels so excited and happy knowing
that they can do well and graduate this year. (Of course,
there are a few in the class who find year 12 boring and
that there is just too much work.) 12A are an extremely
close bunch as we have been together since year 8.
Most of us have been in each other's care class year
after year after year. (Mmm so we're kinda getting sick of
each other..just joking) Actually we are a positive group
and are so excited to be finishing year 12. When it
comes to the formal and graduation day, that's when it
will really hit us that we are leaving. Year 12 was always
a scary thought when we were younger but now we are
here it's pretty thrilling. We hope all the Year 12's have a

great year getting ready for the big world. WE CAN"T
WAIT.

International Women'’s Day at Glenala
6th March 2009

Mahatma Gandhi once said “The future depends on
what we do in the present”

The Student Support Services Team, Senior Schooling
and Hospitality students held an “International Women'’s
Day Extravaganza” on Friday the 6th March at first
break. There was Pancakes with Jam and Cream for all
female staff and students to celebrate International
Women'’s Day.

In today’s modern times, there are still many issues that
woman face, and respect towards women is one of
those issues. It certainly wasn't an issue here at Glenala
with our wonderful team of male students serving all the
ladies, and they did a fantastic job of it as well. There
were also the ladies who helped out on the day and
ensured the whole operation ran smoothly. It was truly a
visual explosion of colour, with students and staff all
wearing the purple ribbon of International Women'’s Day.
There were stickers, bookmarks and dove stamps
handed out until there was nothing left! The event was
greatly supported by students and the staff making it a
great success.

I'd like to make mention of the following students, Kaye
Volk, Remonalisa Nikolao, Brook Warena, Sarah Soltani
Amidabady, Jack Maugatai, Junior Ale and Solmon
Mau, without whom, the event would never had been so
excellently prepared or run!

Thanks to Joel “I can cook just fine on a BBQ” Bagnall
for his great work churning out the pancakes, and to
Greg Soli for supervising both Joel and the students.
Also thanks to Liz Rollison and Senior Schooling for
supporting the event and making it a reality.

Look out for more student support team events!
Good Health to all
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April 2009 Dates to Remember

Thu Q... End Term 1

£ O Public Holiday
Mon 13 .....ccovviiiiieien, Public Holiday
Mon 20.......ccceiiiiiiiiees Student Free Day
Tue21... .o Start Term 2




